University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

2-12-1993

El Salvador: Government Concludes Army
Reduction, Despite Delay In Officer Purge
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "El Salvador: Government Concludes Army Reduction, Despite Delay In Officer Purge." (1993).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/8043

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 058035
ISSN: 1089-1560

El Salvador: Government Concludes Army Reduction,
Despite Delay In Officer Purge
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, February 12, 1993
On Feb. 6, President Alfredo Cristiani formally declared that the process of restructuring the
Salvadoran armed forces had concluded. The announcement was made in San Miguel department
during the demobilization ceremony for the Arce battalion (Batallon de Infanteria de Reaccion
Inmediata, BIRI), the last elite army battalion to be disbanded. Cristiani's declarations came
as a disappointment to domestic and international groups concerned over the government's
refusal to carry out the full purge of military officers accused of gross human rights violations
(for most recent previous coverage of controversy surrounding the purge, see CAU 02/05/93.)
"Today, with the demobilization of the Manuel Jose Arce Battalion, the government of the republic
has concluded the process of restructuring the armed forces in compliance with constitutional
reforms and the peace accords," Cristiani declared. "We are confident that our armed forces have
emerged from the conflict victorious and are now stronger and more consolidated than ever." In
a communique issued after the demobilization, the army declared that it has strictly complied
with the troop reductions outlined in the peace accords. In addition to the five BIRIs, a total of 30
counterinsurgency battalions have been disbanded, while the number of troops was reduced from
62,000 to 31,500. The declarations by Cristiani and the armed forces heightened concern over the
government's failure to completely abide by recommended purges of military officers. During the
first half of February, UN Secretary General Butros Butros Ghali and the UN Security Council both
issued admonishments to Cristiani. The Security Council "strongly urged" Cristiani to carry out
his promise to purge 15 senior officers. Nevertheless, Cristiani continues to resist the pressures,
arguing that the delay in carrying out the purges is necessary to maintain stability within the
military. The Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) has also adopted a more critical
stand on the delays. On Feb. 8, FMLN general coordinator Shafick Handal said the purge of officers
forms the "heart and soul" of military reform, and is a crucial step to enforce army subordination
to civilian authorities, as mandated by the peace accords. Handal warned that if Cristiani fails to
fully implement the recommended purge, "the government will pay a high price. Tensions will
continue to mount as the struggle to assure full compliance with the accords intensifies." Handal
added that the issue of non-compliance with the purges will become even more complicated when
the Truth Commission issues its report on human rights violations committed during the war. That
report is scheduled for release in mid-March. According to Handal, the Truth Commission report
is likely to cover "a much wider range of situations and individuals" than those implicated in the
purge recommendations. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 02/03/93; United Press International, Agence
France-Presse, 02/06/93; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 02/06/93,
02/08/93; Reuter, 02/11/93)
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